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Micro-Critical Thinking task
This document summarises the wordings/materials for running the task;  typically done twice in one session.

First explain briefly the criteria to the students; then get them to write on one of the topics; then have them swap answers and mark each other's work using the mark sheet on page 2.

Explain the criteria first
· In the next task, you will be asked to write for just 5 minutes on a particular topic, like a miniature critical review.  By this, I mean I would like you to give in miniature a balanced critical argument on the topic: 

· Giving reasons or evidence, not only assertions

· Discussing more than one view

· Mentioning reasons against, not only for your view

· Coming to a conclusion, not sitting on the fence

You will be allowed five minutes to complete each passage.  Significant effort is required, despite the fact you are only allocated a short amount of time.  Pilot studies showed that on average, participants managed to hand-write 14 lines of text.  When the five minutes are up, you will be told to stop writing.

Rubric/instructions for (before) each task / topic
"In this task, you will be asked to write for just 5 minutes on a particular topic, like a mini critical review.  By this, I mean I would like you to give a balanced argument on the topic.  Significant effort is required, despite the fact you are only allocated a short amount of time.  Pilot studies showed that on average, participants managed to hand-write 14 lines of text.

When the five minutes are up, you will be told to stop writing."
Example Topics
A.  Television damages social life.

B.  Sending people to the moon was and is a waste of public money.

C. Question: "Travel abroad broadens the mind"

Thesis/conclusion: It only broadens the mind if the mind is already open enough to be broadened: a closed mind just closes further.

D.  Children nowadays are wrapped in cotton wool – discuss.

E.  "Discuss the development of the Big Five theory of personality structure and critically evaluate relevant evidence."
Structured Feedback Sheet using the micro Critical Thinking scale

Please give some feedback on the passage handed to you.  The point is to make YOU think about the criteria as well as to help the passage's author.  Try to decide yes/no, 1 mark or 0 marks, for each of the first 4 issues:  but writing explanations may help you to decide, and help the original author.

author 's name


                   assessor's name:                                                   Qu. [A or B]:

1.  Please comment on the author’s inclusion of multiple views on the topic i.e. did they include more than one view?  [only one / more than one.  1 mark]

2.  Please comment on whether they gave reasons or evidence for the views mentioned. 

[reasons or only assertion.  1 mark]

3.  Please comment on whether they included reasons on both sides of the topic? 

[Do they admit reasons against each view?  1 mark]

4.  Please comment on the author’s inclusion of a statement showing their clear support for one view in preference to the others on the topic.  [State a conclusion.  1 mark.]

5.  Please comment on the author’s piece of work as a whole, including clarity, writing style and overall quality of the work.

Total marks out of 4:  


